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perhaps, but as sincere as the preaching of
those penniless, bare-footed messengers of the
Gospel.

But the Franciscans, or Grey Friars, were
not the first to reach England. The Domini-
cans, or Black Friars, came in 1221, St.
Dominie, their founder, is a less attractive
figure than St. Francis. A Spaniard with a
passion for orthodoxy, he had flung himself
into the conflict with the Albigensian heresy
in Southern France, which was akin to the
Patarine of Lombardy. Learning was needful
for controversy, and Dominic gathered round
him a body of clergy, whose task should be
to refute and convince. To the heated
imagination of the age miracles accompanied
the preaching of Dominic, but the heretics
were obstinate, and their creed was extermi-
nated by the sword and not the tongue.
Whether or no they took a leading part in
encouraging massacre, the Dominicans were
more conversant than any other religious body
with the ways of heretics, and to them was
entrusted, early in the thirteenth century, the
management of the Inquisition. That grim
office they long maintained; they were
burning in Portugal even in the eighteenth
century. But the Inquisition never took
root in England. Dominic's foundation was